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V. 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 

D1: EP-A-0 559 270 

2. The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 33(1) PCT, 
because the subject-matter of claims 1 and 6 does not involve an inventive step in the 
sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

2.1 Claim 1: 

Using the terminology of claim 1, document D1 which is considered as representing the 
most pertinent state of the art discloses: 

A controller for controlling the functions of components (claim 1) of a security system 
(control room) comprising an input means (such as a mouse, a keyboard, etc.; col. 2,. 
1. 49-53) for inputting data in response to prompts, a display means (claims 1, 2; Figs. 4, 
5) for displaying at least a number of alphanumeric characters (such as the displayed 
text; Figs. 2, 4, 5), the controller interacting with a control panel (left window in Fig. 4) to 
control operation of the security system and providing for display of user selectable 
information (such as the windows "Cameral" to "Cameras"; Fig. 5) provided to the 
control panel (col. 9, 1.13-23). 

Thus, the subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known controller in that the user 
selectable information is provided by an external data access provider. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as to 
provide the controller of claim 1 with additional information not obtainable from within 
the system. 

The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present application cannot be considered as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

In view of the posed problem, the feature to provide the control panel with the user 
selectable information by an external data access provider is considered to be an 
obvious measure. More specifically, it is considered to be within the scope of the skilled 
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person to simply exchange an internal data access provider (such as a camera 
mounted on the premises covered by the controller/system) with an external one (such 
as e.g. a modem link). 

Therefore, in view of the fact that the subject-matter of claim 1 is rendered obvious to 
the skilled person by the disclosure of document D1 , claim 1 is not based on an 
inventive step. 

2.2 Claim 6: 

Independent claim 6 directed to the security system includes the following features in 
addition to those of independent claim 1 : 

- the security system comprises a plurality of detection devices, 

- the controller is connected to the control panel, and 

- the control panel has a means for connecting to the external data access provider. 

The first additional feature is also known from document D1 (claim 1) the security 
system of which also comprises detection means. 

Further, since the left window in Fig.4 of document D1 representing a visual display of 
the functions of the security system is considered to correspond to the control panel of 
claims 1 and 6, it is self-evident that the controller is connected to the control panel, in 
view of the fact that the controller has to control the system functions according to the 
control operations by the control panel. Hence, this feature is considered to be implicitly 
disclosed in document D1 (cf. the PCT Guidelines, JV-7.2). 

Finally, the third feature that the control panel has a means for connecting to the 
external data access provider is deemed to directly result from the feature of claim 1 
that the control panel is provided with the user selectable information by the external 
data access provider. Namely, it is considered that this supply with information 
inevitably requires some connection between the controller and the control panel. 

Thus, it is not evident which features of claim 6 should provide the required inventive 
step. 

Consequently, the remarks made above under item 2.1 for independent claim 1 apply 
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analogously for independent claim 6. Thus, claim 6 is also considered as not to involve 
an inventive step, Article 33(3) PCT. 

3. Dependent claims 2 to 5 and 7 to 10 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of 
the PCT in respect of inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 

3.1 Claims 2, 7: 

The features of the stated particular kinds of the user selectable information are 
deemed to be merely several straightforward possibilities from which the skilled person 
would select, in accordance with circumstances, without the exercise of inventive skill, 
in order to solve the problem posed. 

3.2 Claims 3, 8: 

It is already known from document D1 (Fig. 4, left window) that the controller also 
provides for control of home automation functions (such as the telephone tool 1 18 or 
the lighting tool 120). 

Thus, the subject-matter of claims 3 and 8 is already known from document D1 . 

3.3 Claims 4, 9: 

Document D1 already explicitly discloses that the display means is an LCD display 
(col.2, 1. 48/49) capable of displaying graphical data (cf. Figs. 4, 5). 

Further, it is generally known to the person skilled in the art that the feature of an LED 
display, as alternatively claimed in any of claims 4 and 9, is an equivalent to the feature 
of an LCD display and can be interchanged with that feature where circumstances 
make it desirable. 

Consequently, there cannot be seen any contribution in the subject-matter of claims 4 
and 9 with regard to the required inventive step. 

3.4 Claims 5, 10: 

The feature that both the display means and the input means are provided by a touch 
sensitive screen is a matter of normal design procedure, considering that touch 
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sensitive screens are nowadays commonly known in many technical fields. Therefore, 
the inclusion of this feature in the controller or the security system, respectively, would 
be an obvious design possibility for the skilled person in an attempt to combine the 
input means and the display means into a single component. 

VII. 

1. Any independent claim to be filed is to be drafted in the two-part form based on 
document D1, as required by Rule 6(3)(b) PCT. 

In particular, the Applicant has not provided any reasons why the claims should not be 
in the two-part form. Neither did he clearly indicate in the description which features of 
the subject-matter of claims 1 and 6 are already known from document D1; see PCT 
Guidelines PCT/GL/3 III, 2.3a. 

2. The features of the claims are still not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

3. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this document 
identified therein. 

4. The description is not in conformity with the claims as required by Rule 5.1(a)(iii) 
PCT. 

VIII. 

The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claims 1 and 
6 are neither concise nor clear. 

1. Although claims 1 and 6 have been drafted as separate independent claims, they 
appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each other 
only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is sought. 
The aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness. 

This lack of conciseness is reinforced by the fact that the controller of claim 1 and the 
security system of claim 6 make respective reference to each other. 
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Hence, claims 1 and 6 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

In order to overcome this objection, it would appear appropriate to file an amended set 
of claims defining the relevant subject-matter in terms of a single independent claim 
followed by dependent claims covering features which are merely optional (Rule 6.4 
PCT). 

In particular, claim 6 includes all the features of claim 1. Hence, claim 6 should be 
reformulated as a claim dependent on claim 1, cf. Rule 6(4)(a) PCT. 

2. From the present wording of claim 1, and also considering the formulation of 
independent claim 6, it is not clear whether either the controller or the security system 
is comprised of the cited components such as the input means and the display means. 

Further, it is also not entirely clear whether the security system referred to in line 9 of 
claim 1 is actually the same as the one mentioned already in line 2, or is an additional 
security system. 

A similar objection applies to independent claim 6, not only with respect to the feature 
of the security system (cf. line 39 on page 1 of the newly filed claims), but also with 
respect to the feature of the external data access provider (lines 33/34 on page 1, and 
line 2 on page 2). 

For the purpose of international preliminary examination, it has been assumed that 
these features occurring several times in independent claims 1 and 6 in combination 
with an indefinite article ("a") are the same. 

3. The vague and imprecise statement in the description on page 12, lines 23-28 
pertaining to the "spirit of the invention" implies that the subject-matter for which 
protection is sought may be different to that defined by the claims, thereby resulting in 
lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when used to interpret them (see also the PCT 
Guidelines, PCT/GL/3 III, 4.3a). 
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TEE EMBODIHSMTS IN THE INVENTION IN WHICH AN EXCLUSIVE 
PROPERTY OR PRIVILEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. A controller for controlling the functions of 
5 components cf a security system comprising an input rrjeans 
for inputting data in response to prompts, a display means 
for displaying at Least a number cf alphanumeric 
characters, the controller interacting with a control panel 
tc control cperaticn of a security system, the controller 
10 providing for display cf user selectable information 

provided to the control panel by an external data access 
provider . 



2. A controller as claimed in claim 1 wherein the user 
15 selectable information is one or more items selected from 
the group consisting of weather information, news reports, 
sports information, and financial information. 



3, A controller as claimed in claim 2 wherein the 
20 controller also provides for control of home automation 
functions . 



4, A controller as claimed in claim 3 wherein the display 
means is a LCD or LED display capable of displaying 
25 graphical data. 

5 - A controller as claimed in claim 4 wherein the display 
is a touch sensitive screen to provide the iiaput means as 
well as the display means. 

30 

6. A security syscem comprising a plurality of detection 
devices and a controller connected to a control panel, the 
control panel having a means for connecting to an external 
data access provider for providing user selectable 
35 information, the controller having an input means for 

inputting data in response to prompts, a display means for 
displaying a: least a number of alphanumeric characters, 
the controller interacting with the control panel to 
control operation cf a security system and displaying the 
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user selectable information provided fcc the control panel 
by an external data access provider. 

7. A security systsm as claimed in claim 6 wherein the 
5 user selectable information is one or more items selected 

from the group consisting cf weather information, news 
reports, sports informacicn, and financial information. 

8. A security system as claimed in claim 7 wherein the 
10 controller also provides for control of home automation 

functions . 

9. A security system as claimed in claim 3 wherein the 
display means is a LCD or led display capable of displaying 

15 graphical data. 

10. A security system as claimed in claim 9 wherein the 
display is a tough sensitive screen to provide the input 
means as well as the display means* 

20 
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